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tories to be conquered; there have never been such territories;
strong and progressive nations do not conquer free countries, but
such as are occupied by decaying peoples; very many such
countries exist in the world at present.' The Teoria del Fascismo
which Rocco wrote as a Minister of Justice of the Fascist regime
is nothing but a more up-to-date and detailed edition of his old
writings. Imperialism, based on a life inside the nations which
provides the easiest way for expansion, is the view of this jurist;
dictatorship and the destruction of individual rights are necessary
elements of the national life.
The more advanced views of the racialists, who were never
popular among the Fascists till the German influence became
predominant, did not find any representative of high cultural or
political standing to defend them. Nor was the Scuola di Mistica
Fascist a, founded in Milan about 1930, more than a meagre and
pitiful attempt to adorn subservience to the Duce with the charms
of mysticism, absolute devotion, and ritual of words.
The Fascist syndicalist theory, Dottrina Corporativa, as set
down in the Carta del Lavoro (Charter of Labour) and in in-
numerable writings of philosophers, economists, and politicians,
has kept swinging between an extreme Socialism and an equally
extreme defence of vested interests. In the form in which it
became a subject for official instruction in the schools and
propaganda everywhere, the fundamental principle is that every
citizen is a worker, whether he administers his own or other
people's property, or uses his brains or hands, whether he com-
mands or obeys; classes are distinguished, wherever this is
possible, on the basis of 'employer and employee', neither class
having more right than the other to promote its own interests.
The associations of both employers and employees are placed
on the same footing, and whenever disagreement arises, impartial
bodies decide the issue. The dominant interest, however, being
that of the nation as a whole, the representative of the associations
of employers and employees (Sindacati), together with members
chosen from other circles, mainly the Fascist Party, constitute
the 'Corporations', which have the power of co-ordinating all
economic activities on a nation-wide basis; each 'corporation'
representing one well-defined compartment of these activities.
The implications of this theory are solidarity between people of
all classes, and subordination of individual and sectional interests
to the interests of the whole community. The * representatives'
of the different sections, groups, and classes are to be chosen, in
accordance with the Fascist principles, not by the masses
(although this was the idea in the Charter of Labour), but by the
Fascist leaders; also in the economic field, the masses find their